
St. Mary’s Catholic School House System 
 
The mission of the St. Mary’s Catholic School House System is to create a school community where                 
students work together and support each other as they grow in their Catholic faith. The purpose of each                  
house will be to guide and support the academic, spiritual, social and personal development of each                
student during their time at St. Mary’s Catholic School. 

While participating in the St Mary's Catholic School House System, students will have the opportunity to                
mix with students at their grade level, but also with other students in different grade levels. This allows                  
friendships and interests to extend throughout our middle school. Students will learn to work hard               
individually for the good of their house, along with working with the members of their assigned house.                 
Our house system encourages teamwork, friendship, cooperation and leadership. 

House System Structure 
Students are sorted into one of four houses (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton House, St. John Bosco House, St.                  
Therese of Lisieux House, and St. Thomas Aquinas House). They will be a member of their assigned                 
house throughout their middle school experience at St. Mary’s Middle School. House assignments will              
not change year to year. Younger siblings will be assigned to the same house as their older siblings. Each                   
house will have two captains as leaders, along with administration, middle school faculty and staff               
members to act as facilitators. House meetings will take place during Flex Period on Mondays. 

House Leaders 

Each house is led by two captains. Captains are chosen based on the following quality traits of leadership:                  
respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, trustworthiness and citizenship. The job of each captain is to              
take responsibility for the leadership and organization of their house. Roles and responsibilities of a               
captain  may include: 

● Chairing House meetings during Flex Period 
● Organizing committees/ teams for house activities and events 
● Working with the administration, faculty and staff, classmates, and the parish and neighborhood             

community 

In any given school year, if the administration and faculty feel there are not enough qualified eighth grade                  
students, the administration and faculty will have the option to select house captains from that year’s                
seventh grade class. Being selected as a captain in seventh grade does not necessarily mean the student                 
will be selected as a captain the following year as an eighth grader.  

Captains, since they are chosen based on the quality traits of leadership, may be discharged of their duties                  
if they do not exhibit these traits in their behavior and are not living the motto of their house. Examples of                     
behaviors that may cause a co-captain to be dismissed (but not confined to) are as follows: 

● Disrespectful behavior to any member of the St. Mary’s School, parish or neighborhood             
community 

● Habitual late and/or missing academic assignments 



● Excessive absences/tardiness 
● Lack of effort in middle school classes, including specials 
● Lack of participation at school/house events 
● Poor grades on an interim and/or report card 
● Violation of conduct as outlined in the Parent/Student Handbook 

The procedure for dismissal is as follows: 

1st warning – Student captain meets with Head of House faculty member and/or House System               
Coordinator to discuss matter of concern. Parent(s) or guardian(s) of captain will be contacted and               
informed of the meeting. 

2nd warning- A second meeting will be arranged with the student captain, Principal, Head of               
House faculty member and /or House System Coordinator if matter of concern has continued. Parties at                
the meeting will discuss ways to address the matter of concern. Parent(s) or guardian(s) of the captain will                  
be contacted and informed of the meeting. A plan of action to address the matter of concern will be                   
discussed and agreed upon among attending parties. Parent(s) or guardian(s) will receive written             
documentation of meeting and action plan. The student captain will be given two weeks after the second                 
meeting to change behavior and effort according to the agreed upon action plan. 

Students will remain in their position as captain of their house until two warning meetings have taken                 
place and it has been determined by administration and middle school faculty that the student has been                 
unable to change their behavior and effort. If there is no change in behavior and effort after the second                   
warning, the student will be relieved of their captains duties and become a regular member of their house.                  
Dismissed students will not be reinstated as captain. The administration and faculty will choose a new                
captain for the remainder of the school year. The captain replacement will be another eighth or seventh                 
grade student. If a dismissed captain is in seventh grade, it will be at the discretion of the administration                   
and faculty if they will be considered for another captain position during their eighth grade year. 

House Points 

Throughout the school year, there will be competition between houses to see which house earns the House                 
Trophy at the end of the year. This competition is to promote a good-natured rivalry between houses to                  
see who wins the House Trophy each year. Points toward earning this prize may accumulate from the                 
following activities/behaviors: 

● Academics 
● Community Service 
● Participation in extracurricular activities such as sports, theatre, music ministry, etc. 
● Participation in house activities 


